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Remembering Rich

1964-2025

To many, he was Mr. Bacon, or Coach Bacon; Social Studies teacher, track
coach, basketball coach, football coach, activities director and principal.

To others he was Rich or also affectionately known as “Bac”; colleague,
mentor and friend. To a very few he was a brother, uncle, son-in-law, dad
and husband. It is impossible to summarize onto one page of our newsletter
who he was and how much Rich meant to us. His sudden departure was a
shock that seems unreal to many of us even to this day.
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He was our “go to” guy for any rules and regulations in the athletic arena, ISSUE 7
especially for track & field and basketball. Rich excelled at golf, something
he wouldn’t admit, and on a scramble team filled with amateurs remained Jon Rgther
humble, patient and encouraging. He knew how to make some of the best Supermtendenjt .
Elementary Principal

concession stand popcorn. He was a calm source of wisdom, reason and
advice. Rich was a unique leader with a subtle, witty humor. He allowed
his team a voice and the opportunity to lead. He knew what it meant to be a
selfless, humble part of a team.

402-335-3320

Rick Lester
High School Principal

Rich served the Nemaha Valley and Johnson County Central School Districts 402-335-3328

for 36 years. The last 18 years he was the Cook Site Principal, working
alongside his wife Marsha Bacon who is the Cook Site Counselor. The two
could often be found together greeting students at the doorway, or seeing
them out the door at the end of the day. Together they served JCC students
with genuine care and compassion.

Middle School
402-864-4171

Their sons, Harrison (sophomore) and Jamison (7th grade) attend the JCC
district as well. Rich’s family, being a husband and father, was his greatest
love.

We will miss you Rich.



JCC School Board News

e The school board met with representatives from Boyd Jones (Construction Manager
at Risk), DA Davidson (Financial Advisers), Clark & Enersen (Architects) and Mr.
Russ Koch (Facilities Adviser) on Wednesday, February 24 to start considering a
construction bond project.

e Mr. Rother has been in communications to discuss the acquisition or leasing of the
former Dollar General building in Tecumseh as a potential wrestling facility.

e Several new hires were approved: Mr. Justin Damme (High School Principal),

Dr. Laura Rademacher (Director of Student Services/SPED), Ms. Zadie Plager (3rd
Grade), Mrs. Carroll Segrist (High School Spanish).

e Mr. Rother and the board have discussed adding an elementary principal and making
the Activities Director a full time administrative position, however these positions will
be dependent on the budget.

e The board discussed investing in more upgrades to the facilities to include: re-sodding
and building up the crown on the competition football field, replacing the basketball
hoops on the North side of the high school gym, resurfacing the track, sanding and
resurfacing the high school gym, upgrading the shot put throwing area, replacing some
of the broken concrete and upgrading the kitchen hood vents in the kitchens.

e The kitchen hoods are quoted at $100,000 to $125,000 each. We are currently seeking
additional quotes. The hoods must have a fire suppression system, proper venting and
communicate with the school’s fire alarm system.

e The Tecumseh Site HVAC systems are also a topic of discussion as they will need to

be upgraded as the freon used in our current system will no longer be available in
coming years.

Parent Teacher
Conferences are
Monday, March
24th from 11:00

a.m.—7:00 p.m.




Congratulations to JCC's K-3 January
Thunderbirds of the Month!

K - Blythe Moore, Norah McCoppin,
Leena Dinan, Brylee Dinan,
Vanessa Sterup, Cassidy Russell

Ist - Paitynn Cunningham, Robin Jaquez,
Blayke Broadfoot, Brewer DeKoning,
Brahm Walton, David Shirley, Jesse Lada,
Amelia Miller, Grady Pollard, Merida Britt

2nd - Beau Lada, Carsyn Gregory,
Noah Vermeer, Elizabeth Orozco,
Aidaly Merlin Lara, Arabella Dady

3rd - Violet Arguello, Baeley Neemann,
Karla Prado, Ava Herbert,

Easton Stafford-Laflin, Addy Clements,
Ruger Clifton

Not pictured: Sofia Rojas-Pena

*Thank you Tecumseh Pizza Hut and Tecumseh Dairy Queen for supplying gift coupons
for our Thunderbirds!
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Greetings Thunderbird family!

Winter is almost over! With that comes the end of the winter sports season and the
beginning of spring sports.

At the writing of this letter, the girls have finished up their season and the boys

are hosting Auburn tonight for their senior night. The girls ended their season in
West Point getting beat by Yutan. The girls finished the season 15-9, which is their
best mark since the 2008-2009 season and the 15 wins is the third best in school
history.

Like | mentioned above, the boys will finish up the regular season with Auburn and

then head to Ashland-Greenwood for a first round match up with Bishop Neumann.
Thank you to the seniors (Nolan, Keegan, Alex, Jackson, and Gabe) for all the hard
work they have put in over the last four years.

The wrestling team had a successful postseason with sending Logan Topp,

Erik Prado, Haylee Trew, Alejandra Reyes, and Jocelyn Prado to the state meet
in Omaha. The boys are currently still wrestling and the girls finished up on
Wednesday. Haylee, Alejandra, and Jocelyn all made the finals. Haylee and
Alejandra finished runner up and Jocelyn finished her career as a four time finalist
and three time state champion. She ended her career on a 114 match win streak!
Congratulations girls and way to represent JCC!

Last but not least, congratulations to Selena Conley for qualifying in the Class B
State Bowling Championships!

We will have more winter results and awards in next month's article.

Spring practice is quickly approaching with a start date of Monday, March 3rd.

Our athletes will have the chance to participate in these opportunities: Boys golf,
boys and girls track, and boys and girls soccer (co-op with Nebraska City). A new
co-op we have added this year is baseball. The boys will co-op with Nebraska City,
Johnson-Brock, and Nebraska City Lourdes. This will take place in Nebraska City.

Here is a list of the coaches for these activities:

High School Track - Angela Huskey, Nick Weber, Reid Genuchi, Justin Damme
Junior High Track - Cody Franklin, Brad Gabriel, Madison Moran

Boys Golf - Benjamin Swanson, Russ Waring

**If you see any of these coaches please thank them for the time they put in with our student-
athletes.

Go Thunderbirds!

Garrett Collin




NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL RICK LESTER

Spring is just around the corner...which means Prom is near! JCC High School Jr.
& Sr. Prom is scheduled for Saturday, March 22, 2025 at Hartman’s Cattle
Company. Pre-Prom meal is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. and the dance will start at
8:45 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. then Post-Prom will leave for Omaha Sports and
Games at 11:30 p.m.

To help ensure that we have a safe, drug and alcohol free Prom and Post Prom,
the Johnson County Sheriff’s department will be administering breathalyzer
tests before the Pre-Prom meal and before students attend Post Prom. Prom
participants will also have a ticket of admission form to sign.

A very important date you need to mark on your calendar is Tuesday, March 25,
2025. All juniors in the State of Nebraska will be required to take the ACT test on
this date. Our JCC juniors will test at the high school - and around the first week
of March, high school counselor Mrs. Reuter will be mailing out a letter with the
agenda for this day to all junior parents. On this day we do have plans for the
rest of the high school students - our seniors and freshmen will be going on
college visits or career/industry tours, and our sophomores will be taking the
Pre-ACT test.




NOTES FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR
Mrs. Olivia Reuter

Johnson County Central Foundation Scholarship Applications- Due March 21st

The Johnson County Central Foundation is offering nine scholarships to JCC seniors this

year. To apply, seniors must fill out the application that was emailed to them. Seniors will need
to follow the instructions on the application and also have two references, one from someone in
the school, and one from someone outside the school (an employer, community member, church
pastor, etc.) There will be three $2000 four-year college/university scholarships awarded, three
$1000 two-year college scholarships available, and three $1000 trade school scholarships
awarded. All scholarship applications must be given to Mrs. Reuter by March 21°%.

Nebraska’s New Universal FAFSA Requirement- All Seniors in the Class of 2025 Must
Fill Out the FAFSA

Nebraska law now requires all public high school students to complete and submit a FAFSA (or actively
opt-out) as a graduation requirement starting with the graduating class of 2025. This type of requirement
is also referred to as a Universal FAFSA requirement. FAFSA became a graduation requirement with the
passage of revised statute 79-729 in 2023. This legislation applies to seniors who will graduate in 2025
and beyond. The Nebraska legislature determined that the FAFSA is an excellent opportunity to learn of
financial aid they may receive, to encourage postsecondary education, and to make more informed
college-going decisions. If students and their parents decide that filling out the FAFSA is not right for
them, for any reason, there is a waiver form available in both English and Spanish. Students who do not
fill out the FAFSA must get a waiver form from Mrs. Reuter, complete the form with their parents, and
turn it into Mrs. Reuter by May 1st.

Meet JCC’s Class of 2025

In each newsletter, I’1l be featuring a few of our JCC seniors. This month, I’m featuring Salena, Jaxon,
Wes, and Gabe.

Salena Conley

Salena Conley is the daughter of Roy and Joy Conley of Tecumseh. She
has one brother, Devin, who is 21. During high school, Salena has been
involved in HOSA, FBLA, academic decathlon, art club, Skills USA,
BUDS, unified bowling, NHS, and one act play/ play production crew.
Salena’s favorite high school classes have been her art classes because she
can express herself creatively. Her most difficult class was advanced
algebra because it was hard to understand as a freshman. Her favorite
school lunch is the popcorn chicken bowl. Outside of school, Salena likes
l to paint, draw, bake and hang out with her friends. Her favorite band is
=@ “‘The Weeknd.” After high school, Salena plans to attend the University

@ of Nebraska- Omaha to major in architectural engineering. In ten years,
S8 Salena hopes to live in or near Omaha or in another large city in another
, state working in an architectural career. By that time, she hopes to be
=55 married and possibly have kids, but she will definitely have a pet.




Jaxon Zimmerman

Jaxon Lee Zimmerman is the son of Cyndi Zimmerman and Paul Hassenfeldt.
He lives in Tecumseh and has three older siblings- Mark, Paul, and Jana. His
favorite high school class is JAG because it’s easy and his most challenging high
school classes have been his English classes because he doesn’t understand them.
Jaxon has been involved in JAG, football, and choir in high school. He has also
been a student manager for basketball. Outside of school, Jaxon likes to play
video games. Jaxon is not planning to go to college. His career interests include
being either a sports analyst or a football coach. In ten years, Jaxon plans to live
in either North Carolina or Arizona, working in a career that involves sports.

Wesley Buchanan

Wesley Buchanan is the son of Amber and Kevin Buchanan of
Tecumseh. He has three siblings- Sam (22), Angel (15), and
Isaac (12). His favorite class is team games because it is easy.
His most challenging class is chemistry because it involves a lot
of math. For school activities, Wes has been involved in Striv
broadcasting. His favorite school lunch is the popcorn chicken
bowl. Outside of school, Wes likes to hunt and fish. After he
graduates, Wes plans to attend SCC Milford for their diesel tech
program. For music, he likes to listen to Zach Bryan. In ten
years, Wes sees himself married with a couple of kids, and living
on a ranch somewhere in Nebraska and working as a diesel tech.

Gabriel Burki

Gabriel Alexander Burki is the son of Lukas and Amanda Burki. He lives
just outside of Tecumseh. He has three siblings- Zeke (16), Abby (15), and
Joey (11). His favorite classes in high school were all of his shop classes
because he likes to build things. According to Gabe, his most challenging
class was “advanced algebra because I was doubled up in math that year
with geometry at the time, and it was extremely difficult to understand

at times.” During high school, Gabe has been involved in football,

W basketball, track, FFA, and FBLA. His favorite school lunch is the

b9 popcorn chicken bowl. Outside of school, Gabe likes to golf, hunt, and
M fish, and his favorite tv show is “The Office.” After high school, Gabe
will attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He will probably major in
fl nutrition and health sciences. His career goal is to become an athletic
trainer because he likes being around sports. In ten years, Gabe says,

“I hope to be out of college. I hope to be an athletic trainer for a major sports team, hopefully an
NFL team. I will live in the state where I work and either in that city or a small one close to it. If I
had a choice, I’d pick to work for the Denver Broncos so I could live up in mountains and enjoy the
scenery that you cannot see in Nebraska.”



Kindergarten Round.up

WHEN: Monday, April 14, 2025
9:00-11:00 a.m.

WHERE: Johnson County Central Elementary Building in Tecumseh.

WHO: Children residing in the Johnson County Central school district
who are, or will be, age 5 on or before July 31, 2025.

Individual letters will be sent in April to the parents of all Kindergarten
ready students residing in Johnson County Central’s school district. If
you do not receive a letter, please call the school and let us know that
you will be attending the 2025 Kindergarten Round-Up.

If applying for early registration (child will be 5 years old on or after
August 1 and on or before October 15), JCC must have received your
written request by March 13, 2025.



JCC Preschool Enrollment for the 2025-26 School Year
Opens February 1, 2025

Dear Family,

We know you are your child’s first and most important teacher, and we would love to join you in the
education of your young learner. The purpose of the Johnson County Central Preschool Program is to
promote the social, emotional, intellectual, language, physical, and aesthetic development and learning for
the children served and to promote family development and support. The preschool schedule encompasses
discovery through active involvement. Activities, materials, and equipment reflect and respect the diversity of
race and multiculturalism and the physical and mental abilities of all children. It is preferred that your child be
fully toilet trained before entering the program.

The program will be available to children of the following ages:
e Children who are 3 years of age on or before July 31 of the enrollment year;

e Children who are 4 years of age (on or before July 31 of the enrollment year) at the start of the
enrollment year; and

e Children who are 5 years of age at the start of the enrollment year, so long as they do not turn
6 years of age prior to January 1 of that year (subject to the participation limitation below).

All enrollment is subject to capacity limitations and established enroliment priorities. Three-year-old
children will only be offered half-day attendance. Four-year-old children will be offered full-day or half-day
attendance. The full-day option will be filled on a first come, first served basis.

Five-Year-Old Participation - Participation of 5-year-old students who will not turn 6 prior to January 1 of the
enrollment year will be further limited to those students who have met the score criteria per district policy on
the Brigance Early Childhood Screen lll (3-5 years).

All preschool programming will be housed at the Tecumseh site. Transportation will be provided to and from
licensed child care providers at no cost. Shuttle services will run between the Tecumseh site and the Cook
site. There is no tuition fee for preschool. However, breakfast and/or lunch fees will be charged when
applicable.

If interested in the preschool program, please complete the electronic application which will be available

beginning February 1, 2025 on the school website: Www.jccentral.org. If you have any questions,
would like to schedule a classroom visit, or would prefer a paper application, please call the elementary
office: 402-335-3320.

*All preschool children, regardless of their abilities, disabilities, or the social, linguistic, or economic diversity of the children’s
families are eligible to be served in our preschool program.


http://www.jccentral.org/

= — —Salena Conley—Placed 3rd at Districts (STATE Qualifier)

The girls team had a 5 and 3 record for the season. They had 4 returning
members and a lot of bowling experience on this team. They put up
good scores at districts as a team, but didn’t make it to the round of
" bakers play. Our 3 seniors will be greatly missed next year. Proud of
{  this group of girls as they had an excellent season.

" From left: Coach Schuster, Salena Conley (12), Maggie Niebrugge (12),
Theresa Doiel (11) Madison Jansen (12), Aurora Stephens (10th)
Annamarie Russell (11), Coach Laue.

' Boys Bowling Team
Seated—Chase Harrifeld (9)

K* From left standing— Rodrigo Agapito (9), Sylus
Desmond (9), Mario Lara (10), Dawson Fisher (9)

Proud of this group as they increased their pin total each
meet and ended up winning the last regular season meet
against Omaha Christian Academy. Mario was the only
returning member of this team. They put up a good
score at districts but didn’t break the finals.
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This is the ECNC Unified Bowling
Champions
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From Left to Right—Theresa Doiel,
Madison Jansen, Annamarie Russell,
Harley Lubben, and Mario Lara.
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This group was the first ever ECNC Unified
Bowling Champions. So Proud of this

group!
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Sing Sing Sing

Several students in 7th and 8th grade auditioned for Meridian Honor Choir. This honor will take place on
Friday, April 4th at Meridian High School in Daykin, NE. The students chosen were:

7th Grade: Michael Baker, Lilyana Birdwell, Edith Blomstedt, Lila Britt, Saul Cabrales, Kaitlyn Clements,
Hudson Harrifeld, Naomie Henry, Tim Johns-Hinrichsen, Sophie Kirkland, McKenna Lade, Angel Lara
Rojas, Zophia Wagner

8th Grade: Damian Andrade, Xavier Arguello, Ed Castor, Ulysses Duarte, Ashton Huskey, Jude
Longsine, Bentley Myers, Marvin Najera, Brody Nichols, Heidi Reyes

Freshmore is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4th. This choir clinic will feature freshman and sophomore
students from area schools that come together to learn more about how to be better singers through
repertoire chosen. Our clinician this year is Kevin Boesiger from Omaha and our accompanist is June
Bowers. This clinic will be in its 32nd year and was originally started by Mr. Tom Doran. Most of our
Freshman and Sophomore choir students will be attending this event. Currently, there are 106 students
signed up to attend from the schools of JCC, Falls City, Freeman, HTRS, Louisville, Meridian, Palmyra,
Pawnee City, and Sterling. The concert will open with a short program given by the Fall City Show
Choir. Admission for this concert is now a free will donation. Please come and support our younger
singers with the concert at 6:30pm that evening!

Our MS and HS choir students will be attending music contests coming up in March (both MS and HS)
and April (HS only). Students are hard at work preparing for these events and to showcase not only their
talent within the choir itself but individual talents as well with solos and participation in small group
ensembles. Contests are open to the public and free of charge. We would love for anyone interested to
attend and support our music students. Please refer to the listed schedule below.

Music Calendar for the remainder of the year:

March 4 Tuesday 30th Annual Freshmore Clinic - Tecumseh
**New Date 20 Thursday MS Contest Concert - Cook @ 7:00 pm

21 Friday MS Contest - Humboldt
29 Saturday Class C Allstate Band - Kearney
31 Monday MUDECAS Music Contest - Pawnee City

April 4 Friday Meridian MS Honor Choir and Band (7th/8th) - Daykin
24 Thursday HS Contest Concert @ 7:00pm - Aud and HS Gym
25 Friday HS District Music Contest - Tecumseh

May ’le’;y?’g Wed & Fri Spring Play - Wed @ 2:00, Fri @ 7:00
4 Sun Musical - Sun @ 2:00
8 Thurs HS Spring Concert and Art Show @ 7:00 pm - Auditorium
10 Saturday HS Band at Graduation
12 Monday ECNC Honor Band - EImwood Murdock
14 Wednesday Band Recruitment Day
19 Monday 4-8 Spring Concert - Cook @ 7:00pm
20 Tuesday K-3 Spring Program - HS GYM @ 7:00 pm
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J Ohnson County NON-PR[(J)SFIPTO gefl{gf/l}g}iZATION

Permit No. 3
L Cook, NE 68329
Central Public Schools e
PO Box 338 PO Box 255
Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329
Phone: 402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh

402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh
402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook
402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook
Web Site www.jccentral.org
This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents, POSTAL PATRON
district patrons and others about school events, classroom
events, and student achievements in the classroom and
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted
by faculty and staff members. Information may be
submitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.
The school reserves the right to edit information in the
interest of space and content.

Non-Discrimination

It shall be the policy of Johnson County Central Public Schools to not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap, or age in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for
discrimination concerns. Inquiries concerning any of the above, or Title IX and Rehabilitation Act Regulations (504) should be

directed to the Superintendent of Schools, 358 N 6th Street, Tecumseh, NE 68329; (402)335-3320.

Child find
Children that are birth to 5 years old who are experiencing problems with speech language, cognitive, emotional and/or physical
development or have a disability can receive services through Early Childhood Education Services. If interested or in need of more

information please contact Rebecca Kling, Special Education Coordinator or Jon Rother, Superintendent at 402-335-3320.

SCHOOL IN SESSION
Monday, March 10th

NO SCHOOL
Monday, March 3rd

Teacher In Service

Friday, March 14th and Monday, March 17th
Spring Break

Monday, March 24th

Parent Teacher Conference 11:00 am—7:00 pm

Monday, March 31st
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