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Building Project Update

JCC’s School Board, administration, Coady Pruett (JCC legal counsel
from KSB School Law) and Russ Koch (Facilities Advisor) met with
representative from Boyd-Jones (Contracted Construction Manager At-Risk),
Clark & Enersen (Contracted Architect & Engineering Firm) and DA
Davidson (Financial Advisors) to discuss options for a future bonded
building project. The board members scrutinized the cost of materials for
construction as they seem very high. Tim Ripp of Clark & Enerson and
Mark Pfister of Boyd Jones explained that the materials cost more than
residential materials because they are considered “code” for school
construction. This led into further discussion and investigation into the
difference between “standard” materials and “code” materials.

Taking one small example, we discussed door hardware (door knobs &
locking mechanisms). Commercial door hardware used in public schools
have requirements in the following categories:

e Durability & Grade (Grade 1 or 2 Commercial)
o National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Compliance
Standards
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o International Building Code Standards
e Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance
e Security & Lockdown Capabilities VOLUME 18
e Vandal Resistance & Tamper Proofing ISSUE 8
o Customization & Key Control (e.g. prevention of unauthorized
duplication) Jon Rother
o Warranty & Longevity Superintendent
e Code Compliance & Inspections Elementary Principal
o Installation Complexity (e.g. integrate with fire alarms, security 402-335-3320
systems, and automatic door operators) .
Rick Lester
The cost difference between those that meet the requirements for school High School Principal
construction and those used for residential purposes can be substantial. 402-335-3328
When all th'e elements are included (locks, hinges, closc?rs, exit devices Middle School
such as panic bars, handles & knobs) a single commercial door hardware 402-864-4171

configuration can range from $600-$2,000 per door versus residential that
can range from $115-$285 per door. This does not include the price of the
door itself.

Materials used in schools are chosen due to their level of durability, enhanced

security features, compliance with safety and accessibility standards (e.g. ADA,

NFPA) and the ability to withstand high-volume and high-traffic environments. Investing in higher-
quality hardware ensures longevity and reduces maintenance and replacement costs over time.



The team also discussed the location of any new construction. The options are the current building
site in Tecumseh, another site on property the school already owns, the option to purchase property
located north of the current football field (52 acres) or a site in the country.

PROS

CONS

Current Building Site

- Don’t need to purchase land.

- Infrastructure (water,
electricity, sewer, etc.)

- Some of the facilities are
already existing.

- Construction disrupts school.
- Landlocked in a residential area.
- Some facilities are still old.

JCC TEC Site Property - North
of Lincoln St. extending North
to the Town Branch & East to
Santee Blvd. (see picture
below.)

- Construction would not
interfere with school.
- All new facilities.

- Don’t need to purchase land.

- Best spot to accommodate new
construction is the football field.

- Would need to build a new field and
track.

Option Purchase Site - 52 acres
North of the current football
field.

- All new facilities.
- Dedicated school access/
roads.

- Cost to purchase land.
- Dirt work is an added cost (est.
$1 million).

- Room for additions/ - Building on a grade/hill.
expansion.
Country - Possible flat ground. - No current purchase agreements or
- Room for additions/ offers.
expansion. - ALL students would need transportation

- Residential traffic is not an
issue.

to/from school.

- Infrastructure would need to be
completed outside city limits.

- Distance from amenities and support
(e.g. hospital, law enforcement, fuel, etc.).

Current JCC holdings in Tecumseh
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Recently, Kim Wellensiek, Sarah Weber, Jon Schmid and myself visited Minden High School to tour
their facilities. The Minden School District held a successful bond nine years ago for $23 to make
upgrades, additions and improvements. We were also given the opportunity to ask questions about
why the bond was pursued, how the board engaged with the public preceding the bond, materials
used, why they felt the bond was needed and anything they would have done different. As the board
continues to explore options for a future building project, further visits to schools who have built new,
built additions and/or made improvements will be made.

Should you wish to share your thoughts and concerns, or if you have questions, please feel free to
email one of our team members. The Johnson County Central school board and I welcome your
thoughts and comments moving forward!

Kim Wellensiek, JCC School Board President - kim.wellensiek@jccentral.org

Justin Beethe, JCC School Board Vice President - justin.beethe@)jccentral.org

Gail Hutt, Board Member - gail.hutt@)jccentral.org

Dan Jones, Board Member - dan.jones@)jccentral.org

Jon Schmid, Board Member - jon.schmid@jccentral.org

Sarah Weber, Board Member - sarah.weber@jccentral.org

Jon Rother, Superintendent - jon.rother(@jccentral.org
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Music Calendar for the remainder of the year:

April 4 Friday Meridian MS Honor Choir and Band (7th/8th) - Daykin
24 Thursday HS Contest Concert @ 7:00pm - Aud and HS Gym
25 Friday HS District Music Contest - Tecumseh

May ’i\‘z’gfg’ Wed & Fri  |Spring Play - Wed @ 2:00, Fri @ 7:00
4 Sun Musical - Sun @ 2:00
8 Thurs HS Spring Concert and Art Show @ 7:00 pm - Auditorium
10 Saturday HS Band at Graduation
12 Monday ECNC Honor Band - EImwood Murdock
14 Wednesday Band Recruitment Day
19 Monday 4-8 Spring Concert - Cook @ 7:00pm
20 Tuesday K-3 Spring Program - HS GYM @ 7:00 pm
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Congratulations to JCC's K-3 February
Thunderbirds of the Month!

K - Leah Barnes, Wyatt Bruley,
Amelia Grimes, Bruin Schaardt,
Thiago Ramirez, MaKayla Sell

Ist - Emersynn Gartner,
Christopher Duarte-Chavez,
Henry Rolf, Emmalynn Blecha,
Beckett Gist, Emmarie Shullaw,
Dalary Zepeda, Luna Herrle,
Ryder Myer

NOT PICTURED: Blakely Kuhl

2nd - Aurora VanLaningham,
Johan Villalobos Onelas,

Colton Bailey, Liam Little,

Emry Francis, Freyja Walton,
Miles Goodrich, Mitchell Sedersten

3rd - Shelby Rothfuss, Ashlynn Webb,
Sofia Rojas-Pena, Bentley Gottula,
Shaylee Hartman, Sophia Fazel,
Austyn Broadfoot, William Jensen

NOT PICTURED: Cooper Kuhl

*Thank you Tecumseh Pizza Hut and Tecumseh Dairy Queen for supplying gift coupons
for our Thunderbirds!
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NOTES FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR
Mrs. Olivia Reuter

Nebraska’s New Universal FAFSA Requirement- All Seniors in the Class of 2025
Must Fill Out the FAFSA

If you have a senior in the class of 2025, please make sure that they have filled out a FAFSA. If
not, please have them get a waiver form from Mrs. Reuter as soon as possible. Having either a
FAFSA done or a waiver form turned in will be part of the senior check out process. Every
senior must have done one or the other before they can check out with Mrs. Reuter. Nebraska
law now requires all public high school students to complete and submit a FAFSA (or actively
opt-out) as a graduation requirement starting with the graduating class of 2025. This type of
requirement is also referred to as a Universal FAFSA requirement. FAFSA became a graduation
requirement with the passage of revised statute 79-729 in 2023. This legislation applies to
seniors who will graduate in 2025 and beyond. The Nebraska legislature determined that the
FAFSA is an excellent opportunity to learn of financial aid they may receive, to encourage
postsecondary education, and to make more informed college-going decisions. If students and
their parents decide that filling out the FAFSA is not right for them, for any reason, there is a
waiver form available in both English and Spanish. Students who do not fill out the FAFSA
must get a waiver form from Mrs. Reuter, complete the form with their parents, and turn it in as
soon as possible.

Meet JCC’s Class of 2025

In each newsletter, I’ll be featuring a few of our JCC seniors. This month, I’'m featuring Alex
and Nolan.

Alexander Cruz

Alexander Cruz is the son of Richard and Susan Kirkland. He lives in
Tecumseh. His siblings include Leslie-30, Richelle-29, Austin-26,
Erika-23, Kyler-16, and Sophie-13. His favorite high school class is
English because according to Alex, “It came easy to me and my
English teachers were some of my favorite.” According to Alex, his
most difficult class was, “Advanced algebra, because I took it as a
freshman and was not prepared for the work load.” Alex’s high school
activities have included band, basketball, FBLA, FFA, football, track,
and JAG. His favorite school lunch is the popcorn chicken bowl.
Outside of school, Alex likes to be active and he also likes to play
video games. His favorite music artist is Drake, his favorite TV show
is The Sopranos, and his favorite movie is Goodfellas. His favorite

) books are the Percy Jackson books. After high school, he plans to

attend Southeast Community College for their business program to

eventually work in a career that involves business or sports management. In ten years, Alex
predicts, “Hopefully I’1l be happily married, living in the city, and working for something I actually
want to do and enjoy for my life.”




Amia Andersen

Amia Andersen is the daughter of Ruthie Robertson and Larry
Robertson. She lives in Pawnee City. Her siblings include-
Aaliyah (11), Darius (19), Jaylis (20), Javian (24), Alizeah (27),
and Shaya (30). Her favorite high school classes have been her art
classes because she loves creating new things and expressing
herself through art. Her biggest challenge in high school was,
“Trying new things. I’m so used to staying in my comfort zone
that I never tried clubs or extra cuticular activities until this year.
I realized that extra circulars exposed me to new friends and
opportunities.” Her high school activities have been FFA, Skills
USA, Academic Decathlon, and Volleyball. Her favorite school
lunch is the chicken quesadilla. Outside of school, Amia likes to
hang out with her friends and paint. Her favorite music artists
include Frank Ocean, SZA, and Partynextdoor. Her favorite
movie is Coraline. After high school she is planning to attend
SCC for two years and then transfer to the University of Nebraska
-Lincoln. Her career interests include becoming either a teacher
or a wildlife biologist. She loves kids and teaching as much as
she loves researching animals and the outdoors. In ten years,
Amia sees herself, probably married, living in Lincoln, Nebraska in her own apartment or house, and
doing what she loves every day by working in a career that she truly enjoys.

Nolan Wellensiek

Nolan Wellensiek is the son of Andy and Kim Wellensiek of
rural Cook. He has two sisters, Riley, age 14, and Ty, age 13.
Nolan has been involved in many activities during his high
school years including basketball, football, Legion baseball,
track and field, one act, school musical, student council,
student government, NHS, FCA, band, and jazz band. His
favorite high school class is American Government because
of the debates they have in class. His most challenging high
school class is Calculus because it requires understanding
complex concepts and applying them quickly, which pushes
him to think critically and improve his problem-solving skills.
His favorite school lunch is the popcorn chicken bowl.
Outside of school, Nolan likes to hang out with his friends.
His favorite movies are the Marvel movies and his favorite author is Rick Rordian. After high school,
Nolan will attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to major in Ag Engineering. The careers that
interest him the most right now are row crop farming and possibly continuing his small business, the
Big Red Shrimp Company. In ten years, Nolan says, “I hope to have come back home after graduating
college. I want to take over my family’s farm. I hope that I will have built a house in the area, and
hopefully I’ll be married with a couple of kids.”




NEWS FROM PRINCIPAL RICK LESTER

Our school year is winding down and as we approach the last two months of the school year,

| want to congratulate our seniors on all their accomplishments this past year. Success now in
academics and extracurricular activities will carry forward to their future endeavors, and | wish
the senior class much success as they graduate and move on to the next stage of their life.

| have some important senior dates coming up that parents need to marks on their calendars:
e Wednesday, April 16, 2025 - during study session in the cafeteria | will meet with the
seniors to handout check-out sheets. The seniors will have the remaining two weeks to
complete their check-out sheets.

e Friday, May 2, 2025 - the last day for seniors (this will be a regular full day of
school). Tests and assignments must be done by this date.

e Tuesday, May 6, 2025 - seniors can start to officially check-out. Mr. Lester will check
lockers and collect check-out sheets. This needs to be done by the end of the day on
Friday, May 9, 2025.

e Tuesday, May 6, 2025 - senior grades are due on the computer by 8:00 a.m. | will inform
the Salutatorian and Valedictorian of their status. At graduation rehearsal | will verify and
print report cards and also handout cords to seniors with a GPA of 3.85 or higher.

e Wednesday, May 7, 2025 - seniors will have graduation rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. After
rehearsal | will have a senior party/lunch at the fairgrounds for all seniors.

As our seniors are preparing to graduate, our 8th grade students are looking to transition

into high school. 8th Grade Orientation will take place on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 3:15

p.m. These current 8th graders will be divided into small groups and will be escorted on a tour of
the high school facilities. They will also visit with the extracurricular activities sponsors and will
have an opportunity to ask questions during a refreshment period at the end of the orientation.

Another important date | want to discuss is our JCC Honors Day, which will be held on Thursday,
May 1, 2025 at 2:45 p.m. in the high school gym. This program recognizes our students’ academic
success. All students will be present at this assembly and will be honored for their achievements
in the presence of their peers. We invite and encourage all parents to attend this assembly. We
understand this is during the work day, but we hope parents will still attempt to be present as
their students are being honored. There will be many awards given during this assembly: Honor
Roll, Perfect Attendance, Classroom Awards, Military Awards and many others. Please come and
help recognize these award recipients.

Let’s keep up the good work and end our school year on a high note. Good luck and congrats to
all our seniors and have a safe and exciting graduation!



JOHNSON COUNTY CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

2024-25 JCC MIDDLE SCHOOL
3RD QUARTER HONOR ROLL

6TH GRADE

Brock Carter

Jude Fricke

Ada Goodrich (All A's)
Damien Hinojosa
Presley Juilfs

Kolby Kunzman
Teegan Longsine
Lucy Rademacher
lan Robeson (All A’s)
Elena Rojas Stitzel
Makenzy Russell
Mackenzie Sell

7TH GRADE 8TH GRADE
Jamison Bacon Jorge Andrade
Edith Blomstedt Jackson Gottula (All A's)
Lila Britt (All A's) Hadley Hartman
Jay Chaudhari Marley Jensen
Naomie Henry Diego Martinez
Timothy Johns-Hinrichsen (All A’s) Reese McDonald
Angel Lara Rojas (All A’s) Heidi Reyes
Kyndall Meints Kenna Thomas
Kloie Neemann TyLynn Wellensiek
Courtney Oltrogge Elliott Werner

Emma Othmer
Brynn Weber (All A's)

Honor Roll students have no grade lower than a B.
Honor Roll with distinction is based on student’s having all A's,




Mrs. Borrenpohl’'s Kindergarten News

The 9 students in
Mrs. Borrenpohl's Kindergarten
Class have been very busy in the
beginning of the 2025 new year.
We celebrated the 100th day of
school on February 20th. The
students had a family project
that involved decorating a cape
to show 100 items of anything
they selected. The children also
counted collections of 100 items,
ate 100 snacks, and wrote their
numbers to 100. We went on a
scavenger hunt in our classroom
to find 100 chocolate kisses with
the numbers on them.
We collected them all!
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Ten Plays

JCC Striv Crew at the 2025 Boys State Basketball Tournament (From Left) William Rademacher, Scott Straka, Karen
Hunzeker, Phineaus Kuhl, Marcus Scheer, Jacob Nixon, Jonathon DeFreece, & Sylus Desmond

ack in June, the Johnson

County Central Striv Crew was
recognized as the Top Striv School
Score winner for the 2023-24 school
year. It was a great moment to have
our crew, which is known to be one
of the best in the state of Nebraska,
earning recognition that is backed
by analytics.

The StrivSchool Scores are calculated
based on a variety of analytics such
as viewership, engagement, use of
tools/resources, etc.

Now in March, the JCC Striv Crew
received a totally different honor
- one that is really based on luck.
Not analytics based. But a matter
of our preparation meeting a great
opportunity!

A clip froma JCC Striv broadcast was
featured on ESPN’s SportsCenter
Top Ten Plays!

But a little background - since our
first year of Striv 10 years ago, we
have sent crews to help broadcast
the volleyball & basketball state
tournamentsand football semifinals.

This is an honor awarded to top
crews and is one of the ways that our
group earns funds for new gear.

This year, the crew broadcasted
the Girls D2 Semifinals from the
Devaney Center. And covered the
Boys B Quarterfinals at Pinnacle
Bank Arena. It was in the boys
quarterfinals between Norris and
Pius that our crew captured one
of the all-time great moments in
Nebraska State Tournament history.

On the call were JCC sophomore
Jon DeFreece and one of our most
active community volunteers Scott
Straka,

The play was also one of the first
times that the officials had to use
instant replay to verify if the shot
was released before the buzzer. And
running the replay system that game
was Marcus Scheer.

Just from tweets by JCC Striv, Striv
Sports, and MaxPreps accounts, the
clip has garnered more than 950,000
views on Twitter. It was picked up by
ESPN and ran in the SportsCenter

11

Top Ten Plays for Thursday -- it was
the #1 play of the day!

And not only did the dip finish in
the top spot, they also ran it with
our audio! You could hear Scott &
Jon making the call & reacting to
the basket!

The clip also appeared on the Pat
McAfee Show on ESPN,

You can watch the clips using the
QR codes & links below!

Featuring Norris’ last 2 shots:
https://x.com/jccstriv/
status/1900345262486249911

Thursday’s SC Top Ten Plays:
https://x.com/NickWhyman/
status/1900416676442615808
Pat McAfee Show:
https://x.com/PatMcAfeeShow/
status/1900590300575170599




Kindergarten Round.up

WHEN: Monday, April 14, 2025
9:00-11:00 a.m.

WHERE: Johnson County Central Elementary Building in Tecumseh.

WHO: Children residing in the Johnson County Central school district
who are, or will be, age 5 on or before July 31, 2025.

Individual letters will be sent in April to the parents of all Kindergarten
ready students residing in Johnson County Central’s school district. If
you do not receive a letter, please call the school and let us know that
you will be attending the 2025 Kindergarten Round-Up.

[f applying for early registration (child will be 5 years old on or after

August 1 and on or before October 15), JCC must have received your
written request by March 13, 2025.

12



Greetings Thunderbird Family!

April is finally here and with that comes spring sports! The boy’s track team
has 28 athletes participating and is coached by Mrs. Angela Huskey. The
girls’ track team has 21 athletes participating and is coached by Mr. Nick
Weber. The track team is also assisted by Mr. Reid Genuchi and Mr. Justin
Damme. Junior High track has 25 Boy and 17 Girl athletes participating. They
are coached by Mr. Brad Gabriel and Mr. Cody Franklin. They are assisted
by Mr. Scott Straka and Miss Madison Moran. Boys golf has 11 golfers out
this year and is coached by Mr. Benjamin Swanson and assisted by Mr.

Russ Waring. JCC also has 1 girl that is participating in soccer in a co-op with
Nebraska City. Lastly, we started a baseball co-op with Nebraska City this
spring. We have 3 boys that are on that squad.

To stay up to date with these teams throughout their seasons you can follow
them on X’ (formerly known as Twitter). Give them a follow!

@runjcc
@jccentralgolf

Here are the home events that we are having this spring:

April 7 - Thunderbird Invitational Track Meet (HS)
April 25 - Thunderbird Invitational Track Meet (JH)
May 3 - ECNC Meet (HS)

May 8 - JCC Invitational Golf Meet

May 9 - JCC Invitational Track Meet (HS)

May 15 - District Track Meet

**There have not been many winter awards announced yet. Most awards and
nominations are due at the end of March. We should be able to share them in
the next article.

Garrett Collin
Activities Director

THUNDERBIRDS
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Johnson County
Central Public Schools

PO Box 338 PO Box 255
Tecumseh, NE 68450 Cook, NE 68329

402 335-3320 Superintendent @ Tecumseh
402 335-3328 Principal @ Tecumseh

402 864-4171 Principal @ Cook

402 864-4181 MS Office @ Cook

Web Site www.jccentral.org

Phone:

This newsletter is produced monthly to inform parents,
district patrons and others about school events, classroom
events, and student achievements in the classroom and
extra curricular activities. This information is submitted
by faculty and staff members. Information may be
submitted to offices at Tecumseh and Cook.

The school reserves the right to edit information in the
interest of space and content.

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 3
Cook, NE 68329
ECRWS

POSTAL PATRON

Non-Discrimination

It shall be the policy of Johnson County Central Public Schools to not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap, or age in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for
discrimination concerns. Inquiries concerning any of the above, or Title IX and Rehabilitation Act Regulations (504) should be
directed to the Superintendent of Schools, 358 N 6th Street, Tecumseh, NE 68329; (402)335-3320.

Child find

Children that are birth to 5 years old who are experiencing problems with speech language, cognitive, emotional and/or physical
development or have a disability can receive services through Early Childhood Education Services. If interested or in need of more
information please contact Rebecca Kling, Special Education Coordinator or Jon Rother, Superintendent at 402-335-3320.

SCHOOL IN SESSION

Monday,
NO SCHOOL

Monday, April 14th
(NO School for PreK or Kindergarten)

April 21st
Monday, April 7th

Teacher In Service

Friday, April 18th

(Easter Break)

Friday, April 25th

(District Music Contest @ JCC)

Monday, April 28th
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